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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

February  24,  1858. 
Read  and  ordered  to  l»e  printed, 

By  order, 
J.  W.  CLAYTON,  Chief  Clerk. 

REPORT 

OF    THE 

SPECIAL   COMMITTEE 

ON   THE 

SUBJECT  OF  RETRACmG  AND  MARKING  THE 
WESTERN  AND  SOUTHERN  BOUNDARY. 


R  E  P  0  E  T . 


Ta  the  Honorable 

The  House  of  I)ele<jates  of  Mo.rykvnd. 

.The  special  committee  to  whora  was  referred  the  subject  of  re- 
tracing and  marking  the  southern  and  western  boundary  lines  of 
this  State,  with  instructions  to  ascertain  if  any  fCirther  legislation 
is  necessary  to  effect  the  adjustment  of  said  lines,  with  the  State 
of  Virginia,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Your  committee,  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  matter, 
and  of  the  frequent  and  vain  efforts  hitherto,  for  its  adjustment, 
and  satisfied  that  the  delay  already  suffered  in  this  behalf,  has  in- 
volved many  citizens  of  both  States,  in  tedious  and  expensive  liti- 
gation, and  may  if  longer  continued,  endanger  thai  harmony  be- 
tween the  people  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  which  the  memory 
of  their  Revolutionary  co-operation,  the  similarity  of  their  insti- 
tutions, and  the  integrity  of  the  Union  require,  should  be  mutually 
encouraged  and  cultivated,  have  given  to  the  subject  of  the  refer- 
ence, the  most  diligent  and  careful  attention,  and  now  submit  to 
your  Honorable  body,  the  result  of  their  labors. 

Yourcommitttee  state  that  by  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  at  January  session,  1852,  chapter  50.,  the  Governor  of  this 
State,  was  requested  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  Govern- 
or of  Virginia,  relating  to  retracing  and  marking  the  boundary 
line,  dividing  the  State  of  Maryland  from  the  Stale  of  Virginia, 
between  Smith's  point  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  the  Governor 
of  Maryland,  was  by  the  said^act,  authorised  to  appoint  a  com- 
missioner on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  unite  with  any  commis- 
sioner who  might  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  for  that 
purpose.  ^  ;. 

That  by  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the  same  session, 
chapter  275,  the  Governor  was  in  like  manner,  requested  and  au- 
thorised, in  respect  to  the  western  boundary  line  of  this  State,  be- 
ginning at  tlje  Fairfax  stone,  and  running  thence  due  north  to  the 
line  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  That  in  pursuance  of  the  re- 
quest and  authority  contained  in  the  two  aforesaid  acts  of  Assem- 
bly, the  late  Governor  of  Maryland,  did  open  a  correspondeuce 
with  the  Governor  of  Virginia  in  relation  to  the  retracing  and 
marking  the  said  boundary  line. 

That  on  the  3d  day  of  March  1854  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
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of  Virginia  passed  an  act  authorising  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
missioner by  the  Governor  of  that  State  to  co-operate  with  the 
commissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Maryland  to 
retrace  and  mark  the  boundary  line  between  the  said  two 
States  beginning  at  the  Fairfax  stone,  and  running  thence  due 
north  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  commissioners  were  duly  appointed  by  the  Governor  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia  respectively  to  carry  into  effect  the  provi- 
sionsofthe  aforesaid  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  two  States,  but 
no  efScient  progress  was  made  by  the  two  commissioners  towards 
the  objects  of  their  appointment,  for  the  reasons  as  your  com- 
mittee understand  ;  first,  that  the  Stale  of  Maryland  had  m^de 
no  appropriation  to  defray  her  portion  of  the  expenses  of  the 
commission,  and  st  condly,  that  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of 
Maryland,  doubted  his  power  and  was  unwilling  to  enter  upon 
the  establishment  of  the  western  boundary  alone,  and  before  the 
Yiro^inia  commissioner  was  authorised  also  to  co-operate  with 
him  in  the  retracing  and  marking  the  boundary  line  from  Smith's 
Point  to  the  Atlantic  ocean. 

The  first  of  these  two  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the  com- 
mission, has  been  removed  by  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland  of  1856,  chapter  226,  which  appropriates  the  sum 
of  three  thousand  dollars,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  surveys 
necessary  under  the  acts  passed  January  session,  1852,  chapters 
60  and  275,  which  said  sum  is  made  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
Governor,  to  be  applied  at  his  discretion,  in  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  work  required  to  be  done  under  said  acts ,  "  or  to 
such  part  or  parts  thereof,  as  can  be  completed  with  the  concur- 
rent authority  of  the  State  of  Virginia." 

Your  Committee  further  state  their  reliable  information  that  a 
bill  is  now  pending  in  the  lower  House  of  the  Virginia  Legisla- 
ture, (having  passed  the  Senate  at  its  present  session,)  authoris- 
ing the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  to  co-operate  with 
the  Maryland  commissioner  in  retracing  and  marking  the  boun- 
dary line  from  Smith's  Point  to  the  Atlantic  ocean,  as  well  as 
the'  Western  boundary  line  of  this  State  ;  but  lest  some  further 
impediments  may  interfere  with  the  execution  of  this  most  im- 
portant work,  or  some  other  doubts  as  to  the  powers  of  the 
Maryland  commissioner,  under  existing  laws,  interpose  to  delay 
iis  commencment,  your  Committee  with  a  view  to  provide 
against  such  impediments  and  resolve  such  doubts,  and  deeming 
it  desirable  at  once  to  have  ascertained  and  established  the  true 
location  of  so  much  of  the  disputed  or  uncertain  dividing  line, 
as  the  concurrent  authority  of  Virginia  will  admit,  do  herewith 
report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

CHARLES  B.  THRUSTON,  Chairman. 
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